
MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARI GS A D REGULAR MEETING 
CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 
7:05 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Linda Anthony, Mayor Pro Tern Stan Graham, Councilmembers Brian 
Plunkett, and Darin Walker. 

Absent: Councilmember Jim O'Connor. 

1. Called to Order by Mayor Linda Anthony at 7:05 PM, suspended at 7:14 PM, then 
reconvened at 7:55 PM. 

2. Citizens Communications: The City Council welcomes public comments at this point on 
any issue. If the issue is listed on the agenda, the speaker may choose to comment during 
the Citizens Communication agenda item or when the specific agenda item is taken up by 
the Council later in the meeting. The Council cannot respond to matters not listed on the 
agenda until a future meeting. Speakers must sign up with the City Secretary before 
speaking. Speakers shall limit their comments to five (5) minutes each. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA: The following items are anticipated to require little or no 
individualized discussion due to their nature being clerical, ministerial , mundane or 
routine. In an effort to enhance the efficiency of City Council Meetings, it is intended 
that these items will be acted upon by the City Council with a single motion because no 
public hearing or determination is necessary. However, a City Council Member or 
Citizen may request separate deliberation for a specific item, in which event those items 
will be removed from the consent agenda prior to the City Council voting on the consent 
agenda as a collective, singular item. Citizens requesting items be removed from the 
consent agenda must submit a written Speaker Card to the City Secretary before the 
meeting begins. Prior to voting on the consent agenda, the City Council may add 
additional items that are listed elsewhere on the same agenda. 

a. Approval of the November 23, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes. City Secretary 
Lacie Hale. 

COUNCILMEMBER WALKER MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM A. MAYOR PRO TEM GRAHAM 
SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT PASSED BY 3-0 VOTE. 

b. Approval of the December 9, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. City Secretary 
Lacie Hale. 

COUNCILMEMBER PLUNKETT MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM B. COUNCILMEMBER WALKER 
SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT PASSED BY 3-0 VOTE. 
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4. Personnel: Recognize promotions of Officer Branden Grimes to Corporal and Detective 
Martin Taylor to Sergeant. Chief of Police Scott Gerdes. 

Chief Gerdes presented the officers with their new badges and introduced their 
families. 

5. Public Safety: Recognize the new patrol vehicle for the police department. Chief of 
Police Scott Gerdes. 

Chief Gerdes presented photos of the new police vehicle with the new graphics. He 
explained that he would like to retrofit the new graphic on a few of the current 
police vehicles to create unified look. Mayor Anthony asked Chief Gerdes to come 
back at a future meeting with those costs. 

6. Administration and Personnel: Discussion/decision on vacant City Council, Place 1, 
including process for appointment of an interim Councilmember. Mayor Linda Anthony. 

a. Staff Briefing. Mayor Anthony explained that she would like to advertise the 
vacancy then at a future meeting, with in the next month or so, appoint 
someone to that position. 

b. Public Hearing: No one spoke. 
c. Deliberation and action. 

Council agreed to advertise the vacancy through the media and other 
available resources. They also decided that at the next Council meeting 
appoint someone to that vacancy. 

No Council action was taken. 

7. Public Safety: Discussion/decision regarding prohibiting left turns for eastbound traffic 
on Bee Cave Road onto Reveille Road from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. during the Bee Cave 
Road expansion project. Mayor Linda Anthony. 

a. Staff Briefing. Mayor Linda Anthony gave briefing that last fall, because of 
left hand turn lanes from Westhaven, McConnell and Buckeye during the 
Bee Cave Road project, Reveille was not included on this list. At the last 
meeting a resident requested that the list be reconsidered and add Reveille. 

b. Public Hearing: 
Mark Zion of 805 Forest View appreciated that this was on the agenda. He 
passed out a handout that included a map. He explained that inbound 
morning commuters would try to avoid the construction and take a left on to 
the neighborhood streets. Council closed three of those streets to left turns 
and it is only a two-hour closure from 7 am to 9 am in the morning. He 
thinks that the unintended consequence of closing three of the four turns that 
can be made left, to cut through neighborhood streets would be to funnel 
more traffic on to the one open street during the 7 am to 9 am time period. It 
puts that commuter traffic on the Rocky River, Oak Ridge, and Forest View 
cut through. He respectively request that the Reveille and Bee Cave 
intersection be added to the left turn prohibitions, as it has been done to the 
other neighborhood streets. It will provide protection for residences on the 
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streets that he named and in their neighborhood, from commuter traffic 
trying to dodge the construction on Bee Cave Road. 

Laurie Maccini of 202 Reveille Road stated that she knows the street very 
well. She has lived there for 20 years, with two children. She would argue 
that Reveille is heavily used in the morning and evening. It is exactly as Mr. 
Zion had said. People zip down her street a lot. She currently has an eighth 
grader and in the morning when she is trying to exit, to take him to Hill 
Country, it can be exceptionally dangerous. There is a lot of traffic turning 
on to Reveille. Some people decide to use a blinker, some decide not to use a 
blinker, and some people decide to go on whatever side of the car that is 
trying to exit Reveille is open. She has had people come on her right side to 
zip down her street or turn into the shopping center. She had read that one of 
the considerations were the businesses in the shopping center. There is a light 
with a designated left turn signal that goes into the shopping center. There 
are people who own businesses there, who have been excellent neighbors, to 
Reveille Road and Westlake. She believes that they do not want to cause any 
more hardship to the people that live on Reveille Road. She thinks that they 
would be fine with no left turn. As a resident, she would be thrilled with no 
left turn in the morning. Again, it is extremely dangerous. There are two 
buses that go down her street in the morning one for the elementary and one 
for the middle and high school. She chooses not to use this because it is over 
50 minutes before her child has to go to school and that is her conundrum 
with the school district and not the city. She would prefer and request that 
Reveille Road be spared the onslaught of traffic that will occur with the 
construction on Bee Cave. They do not have any traffic calming on Reveille 
Road. She does not know why. Years ago, they asked for speed humps and 
were told at that time that they could not have them because they did not 
have curbs. Now if there were somewhere that you can put in the speed 
humps that would be great. You can also dig potholes that would be 
fantastic. People did not speed as much before it was repaved. She 
appreciates the City of West Lake Hills Police Department and what they 
have done for residents and the parking on the street to catch people. She 
knows that they are very aware that they are Reveille Race Track. When 
people get to the far end of the street, they seem to forget that there is 25 
miles per hour flashing signs. They have been gracious enough to park in her 
drive. She lives in roughly the middle of the street. She asked Council to 
please consider the no left turn for the safety of the people on her street, Bee 
Cave Road, and to make living on Reveille what it has always been and not 
turn into something awful. 

Wilfred Navarro of 700 Rocky River Road stated that there is no issue of 
greater significance to these two neighborhoods than cut through traffic. 
Garbage needs to be picked up, the police show up; he does not think that 
there is a crime wave in his neighborhood. The sewers are running, the trees 
are okay. The lights are out. There is no issue of greater significance in these 
two neighborhoods than cut through traffic. There should be no hesitation on 
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the part of any Councilmembers to implement any element to prohibit cut 
through traffic. There are going to be more ideas brought to Council 
regarding left hand turns in the afternoon. Prohibit left hand turns going the 
opposite direction in the afternoon to cut down on cut through traffic. There 
are a couple hundred houses in these two neighborhoods. There should be no 
hesitation in doing this. His understanding is that Davenport is getting ready 
to implement a no right turn off Waymaker to cut down on cut through 
traffic that is getting off northbound 360. His understanding is that they are 
going to prohibit right hand turns except by resident permits. He asked that 
the city should look into this option. He continued by stating this is a simple 
solution that will start to inhibit the traffic and there should be no hesitation 
on Council's part to install the signs. 

c. Deliberation and action. 
Council deliberated and Councilmembers Plunkett and Walker agreed that 
they are in favor of this request. 

COUNCILMEMBER PLUNKETT MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE 
PROHIBITION OF LEFT TURNS ONTO REVEILLE ROAD FROM 7 AM 
TO 9 AM DURING BEE CAVE ROAD CONSTRUCTION. 
COUNCILMEMBER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT 
PASSED BY 2-1 VOTE. MAYOR PRO TEM GRAHAM OPPOSED. 

8. Public Works: Discussion/decision regarding Oak Wilt in the City of West Lake Hills 
and its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (near Westwood Terrace) including possible 
mitigation measures and funding. Councilmember Brian Plunkett. 

a. Staff Briefing. Mayor Anthony explained the background of the oak wilt 
issue, how it is moving closer to the Las Brisas neighborhood, and also a brief 
history of how the city use to have an oak wilt program. She then explained 
that she is on a subcommittee with Councilmember Plunkett. They reviewed 
what other local cities are doing and came up with recommendations of what 
a program may look like in West Lake Hills. 

b. Public Hearing: 
Kevin Leede of 6 Las Brisas showed a map that was prepared by Mr. Becker 
with the Forest Service. He showed the location of Las Brisas and how the 
oak wilt is spreading rapidly. They are concerned about it crossing 
Westwood Terrace. Not only, with it getting into Las Brisas, but on to 
Reveille, Westlake Drive and so on. A neighbor started meeting with Mr. 
Beck in 2013, to talk about options. It is a fungus and a fungicide can be used 
to treat the trees. It keeps them alive but when he walks his dog through 
Westwood, that has a lot of oak wilt, the trees do not look the same. The best 
attempt to stop it is a properly done trench. We cannot trench behind Las 
Brisas because there is no alley, there swimming pools, and huge trees. The 
idea was if we could trench on Westwood Terrace, which Mr. Becker said 
now would be an ideal time, in less than a year to keep it from crossing over. 
That would be the best shot at stopping what is the massively progressing 
portion of the oak wilt. Mr. Becker is suggesting a 2,000-foot linear trench 
that is 4-5 feet deep. This street is in Travis County and not West Lake Hills, 
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but we are all Travis County residents as well. That is the discussion that 
started and they have spoken with Mayor Anthony and Councilmember 
Plunkett about different things. They had an informal meeting a few days 
ago. The residents in this area are asking Council to consider this. It is not a 
Las Brisas issue it is a citywide issue. 

Eric Becker with the Texas Forest Service gave an informative speech about 
studying the oak wilt and possible solutions. 

c. Deliberation and action. 
Mayor Anthony explained the associated costs and participation from Water 
District 10 and Travis County. Councilmember Plunkett then gave a 
presentation of the elements that an oak wilt program should contain. 

Council agreed that that are in favor of this program and would like to move 
forward with getting cost estimates for the trenching and a timeline. 

9. Land Use: Discussion/decision on vegetation replacement plan for Juniper Ridge 
Subdivision. Applicant Mitch Johnson. 

a. Staff Briefing. None was given. 
b. Presentation by applicant. Mitch Johnson with Juniper Ridge went over the 

newly revised proposed vegetation plans and the changes made from the 
recommendations at the previous Council meeting. 

c. Public Hearing: 
Chris Gunter stated that when they were at the last meeting, by his 
calculation what was proposed in the initial plan was right about a third of 
what was required to replace. It looks to him like now they are even further 
below that. He is curious what percentage they are at. It is pretty dramatic. 
Under the original plan he is proposing to put in only a third of what was 
required to replace and looking at the proposed plan, it looks to him that 
they are below a quarter. He is in favor of the developer replacing as many 
trees as possible rather than hoping a landowner will come along and decide 
to build. There are no assurances that any of the property owners are 
actually going to come in, build a home, and replace the trees. He would like 
the developer to replace as many inches as can be replaced on this property. 
The property owners will just have to deal with that issue themselves, if they 
end up having inches that need to be replaced. Obviously, there is going to be 
a donation of some amount but he hopes that it is an issue that can be 
discussed. He does not know if there is a formula for that or an ad hoc deal. 
He asked how it works. 

Betty Butschek of 701 Windsong Trail stated that she sees this out of her 
back window. She and everyone on their ridge now will be looking at this. 
They are dependent on tree coverage to help minimize the lighting, and the 
noise. She would like to see the maximum number required of replanting 
trees to help them. She would have come to the meeting in December but she 
did not get a letter even though it affects her property. She would like to 
maximum number of trees to help them. 
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d. Deliberation and action. 

Council ·shared their concerns and discussed the different proposed plan. 
They also discussed the irrigation options and requested the applicant to 
consider a drip irrigation system. They approved the vegetation plans for the 
utility areas and requested the applicant to come to a future meeting with the 
vegetation plan for the entire project. 

MAYOR PRO TEM GRAHAM MOTIONED TO APPROVE A PARTIAL 
REPLACEMENT PLAN FOR 278 INCHES SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
TWO UTILITY CUT OUT AREAS. THE REMAINDER WILL COME 
BACK TO COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION. COUNCILMEMBER 
PLUNKETT SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT PASSED BY 2-0 VOTE. 

Councilmember Walker recused himself from the dais. 

10. Public Safety: Discussion/decision on code amendment regarding dangerous and 
mischievous dogs. Chief of Police Scott Gerdes. 

a. Executive Session per Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 for Consultation 
with Attorney. 

b. Public Hearing: No one spoke. 
c. Deliberation and action. 

Chief Gerdes gave briefing that we have had a few issues with the current 
ordinance and the changes that will be made with the code amendment. City 
Administrator Robert Wood also added that this code amendment is to 
match state law. 

MAYOR PRO TEM GRAHAM MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE CODE 
AMENDMENT. COUNCILMEMBER PLUNKETT SECONDED THE 
MOTION AND IT PASSED BY 3-0 VOTE. 

11. Public Works: Consider approving and authorizing execution of a Possession and Use 
Agreement with Inland American Westlake Limited Partnership a/k/a IA Westlake 
Limited Partnership, regarding those two certain tracts ofland being 0.1 88 acre and 0.020 
acre, located at 3700 Bee Cave Road and which are to be used in connection with the 
construction of the proposed RM2244/Bee Cave Road expansion project, and take other 
appropriate action. (Parcel 30). 

a. Executive Session per Texas Government Code, Section 551.072 Deliberation 
Regarding Real Property. 

b. Public Hearing: No one spoke. 
c. Deliberation and action. 

COUNCIL HELD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ITEM #11 FROM 10:24 
PM TO 11:05 PM. NO COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN. 
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12. Public Works: Discussion/possible decision on update regarding Bee Cave Road Right­
of-Way acquisition. 

a. Executive Session per Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 for Consultation 
with Attorney and 551 .072 Deliberation Regarding Real Property. 

b. Public Hearing: No one spoke. 
c. Deliberation and action. 

COUNCIL HELD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ITEM #12 FROM 10:24 
PM TO 11:05 PM. NO COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN. 

13. Administration: Update on Cause No. D-1-GN-15-005848, Texas Voices of Reason and 
Justice, Inc. vs. The City of West Lake Hills regarding the sex offender ordinance. City 
Attorney Alan Bojorquez. 

a. Executive Session per Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code for 
Consultation with Attorney regarding status of above-listed possible litigation and 
related legal issues. 

b. Public Hearing: No one spoke. 
c. Deliberation and action. 

COUNCIL HELD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ITEM #13 FROM 10:24 PM 
TO ll:OSPM. 

COUNCILMEMBER PLUNKETT MOTIONED TO DIRECT THE CITY 
ATTORNEY TO RESPOND TO THE LAWSUIT. COUNCILMEMBER 
WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT PASSED BY 3-0 VOTE. 

14. Adjourned by Mayor Linda Anthony at 11:05 PM. 

Certificate 

Attest: 

LINDA ANTHONY, MA yry 
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